
 

 

 For 40 days and 40 nights Moses fasted, then brought down from 

Mt. Horeb the commands of the Covenant. For 40 years the people of the 

Covenant wandered in the desert before coming to the Promised Land. 

Jesus‘ temptation in the desert was for 40 days. The great flood of Noah‘s 

time resulted from 40 days of nonstop rain. And, now as we approach 

Ash Wednesday, we prepare for the 40 days of Lent. 

 There seems to be a kind of limit here, a time limit that is a 

familiar one in  scripture. But there are all kinds of limits that we impose 

on ourselves, on others, and even on God. 

 Peter wanted to know what was Jesus‘ limit on 

how many times someone had to be forgiven before we 

could condemn them. We all have limits, we will go this 

far and no further. We say that we have limitless faith, 

but there is always something that gets in the way of our 

expressing that faith, that   limits it. What are your limits 

for love? Does it include all of God‘s people or do you have a ―better 

dead‖ list? What are your limits on hope? Do you hope for something as 

long as you can see any  possibility of it coming true, or are you willing 

to really go out on a limb and hope for something that might never come 

to pass – in your lifetime? The people who built the great cathedrals in 

Europe started something that took as much as 400 years to complete, yet 

they started and persisted. What are your limits on peace, truth, joy, 

openness and grace? 

 Lent is a time of limits, 40 days. It is a time to 

prepare ourselves. It is a limited time for the people 

of God to  consider both the limits of divine patience, 

and, after repenting for exceeding those limits, 

receive the limitless grace of God‘s forgiving mercy. 

 Maybe it is our opportunity to discover the 

limitless gifts of God that we can share with others. 
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GRACE-FILLED LOVE 
 

 

 

The Lord told Paul, "My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness." 
 

-2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIV)  

 A blanket of fresh snow made the 

driveway so icy that I slipped to the 

ground, injuring my shoulder. Healing 

came slowly but never completely. 

Months passed. Prayers for my full 

recovery seemed to go unanswered. Then 

I recalled how the apostle Paul prayed to 

God to remove his painful affliction, his 

"thorn in the flesh." But God did not heal 

Paul. Rather, God told him, "My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness." 

 

 My shoulder still troubles me at 

times. But I find strength as I recall God's 

words to Paul. At every instance of pain, 

those words serve as a reminder that God 

is always with me. God's love gives me 

strength, even when I experience 

weakness in my shoulder. 

 

 We may suffer pain from 

physical affliction, loss of a loved one or a 

job, stress in a relationship. We can pray 

for relief and wait for the Lord to answer. 

But whenever we endure continuing 

challenge, we can find strength knowing 

that God loves us and cares for us. With 

that assurance, we can say with Paul, 

"When I am weak, then I am strong" (2 

Cor. 12:10). God's strength will carry us 

through our weakness. 

Gerald W. Bauer (Ohio, USA) 

 

Dear Lord, help us to feel your power 

within us in our times of struggle and 

pain. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

 

 Reprinted from The Upper Room Daily 
Devotional Guide, January/February 2011 

(Nashville, TN: The Upper Room) 
2/5/11 Issue   Used  by permission. 

3  ASH WEDNESDAY 

March 9th at Noon 
 

 Each year, Ash Wednesday 

marks the start of Lent, a season of 

penitence and fasting as we ready 

ourselves for the gift of Christ‘s 

death on our behalf. It is a time of 

recognizing anew who we are and 

who we are called to be. 
 

 The Ash Wednesday service 

offers us an opportunity to kneel  

before God and acknowledge that 

we have fallen far short of what he 

desires of us. It is an opportunity to 

renew our commitment to being 

more Christ-like in everything we 

say and so. 
 

 The service this year will be 

on Wednesday, March 9th at 12 

noon in the sanctuary. 
 

 The Ash Wednesday is not 

to be entered into carelessly or          

indifferently. It is a time for          

reverence and commitment. 
 

 We will celebrate with the 

imposition of ashes, recognizing 

ourselves as rebellious and mortal 

beings standing in the need of 

God‘s grace. At the same time, we 

will  receive reassurance that we are 

not alone as we face the reality of 

death. God‘s grace is sufficient for 

us. 
 

 Come and share this holy 

and gracious moment in the life of 

the church. 

 

Pastor Mark  



 

 

Within the Church 

Greeters 

Ushers 

Music Ministries 

Attendance Tracking 

Biblical Travel Ministry 

Blood Bank 

Christian Education 

Communion Stewards 

Counters 

Disaster Relief Programs 

Flower Arranging Ministry 

Folding & Mailing 

Funeral Receptions 

Genesis Newsletter 

Library 

Lenten Soup Suppers 

Online Picture Directory 

Parish Nurse Ministry 

Prayer Ministry 

Stewardship 

Audio-Video Ministry 

UMW Circles 

United Methodist Women 

Visitation Care Group 

Wednesday Night Dinners 

Youth Ministry 
 

Outreach Ministries 

Annual Seminar for Elder Needs 

Bus Ministry 

Disaster Relief & Response Team 

God‘s Clods (Clown Ministry) 

Health Related Workshops 

Hugs for Soldiers 

Knit for Kids Ministry 

Linda‘s Loaves 

Men‘s Monday Morning Work Group 

Men‘s Wed. Morning Prayer Breakfast 

Missionaries to Haiti, Siberia, and Thailand 

Nursing Home Ministries 

 

Parish Nurse 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Prison Ministry 

Shut-In Visitation 

Stephen Ministry 

Tuned To Revival Quartet 

Thrift Shop 

Volunteers in Missions 

Vacation Bible School 

Welcome Bags World 

State Travel Groups 
 

 Small Groups 

 Bereavement Group 

Cancer Survivors 

Contemporary Issues 

Individual Bible Study Groups 

Support Groups 

PAWS 

Saturday Sisters 

Men‘s Serendipity 

Women‘s Serendipity 
 

Discipleship Classes 

 Companions in Christ 

Disciple I & IV 
 

Benevolences 

 CROP Walk 

Equipment for Handicapped 

Food Pantry 

Habitat for Humanity 

Holiday Food Baskets 

Methodist Children‘s Home 

Oneharvest 

Salvation Army 

St. Andrew‘s Mission 

The Heifer Project 

The Path 

Toys for Children 
 

 Community Outreach 

AA 

Al-Anon 

After school tutoring 

Camp-E-Nini-Hassee 

FCAT tutoring 

Hospice 

Isaiah‘s Place 

Kiwanis Breakfast 

Our Father‘s Table. 
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Christian 

Education  

and Ministries 
by 

Kay Bast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 During the season of Lent  

this year our congregation will have 

the opportunity to help the Society 

of St. Andrew provide food all over 

America to those in need. 
 

 A book of devotions will be 

available in the church beginning on 

Ash Wednesday.  Along with the 

book you may choose to pick up a 

small container for your donations 

throughout the weeks before Easter.  

You might choose to put in your 

loose change each day, or perhaps 5 

cents each for the people who sit 

around your dinner table each night, 

or the cost of one lunch in a 

restaurant.    
 

 With all of us pooling our 

money we can really make a 

difference. Only twenty-five dollars 

can provide 2,500 meals. St. 

Andrew uses only 5% for 

administration of the program and 

volunteers glean the food that would 

otherwise be wasted.  An average of 

15 million pounds of food is 

salvaged and distributes across 

America each year by St. Andrew.  
  

 Any donations you care to 

make should be returned to the 

church on the Sunday following 

Easter and we will send all the 

contributions to The Society of St. 

Andrew.   

 

Thank you so much.   Kay  
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 Scholarship awards are available to qualified students for the 2011

-2012 academic  year from  two funds  administered  by  the    Permanent 

Endowment Committee of FUMCH. 
 

 The Samuel and Gladys Huey  Scholarship is a $1,000 award 

available to Citrus County Students who are pursuing their dream of a 

college  education leading  to an academic degree.  Preference will be 

given to residents of Homosassa and Chassahowitzka and to students 

pursuing  a  career  in teaching.   Applications are to be received in Citrus 

Country high  school  Guidance  offices  before  Spring Break  and  by  

FUMCH no later than April 1.    Application forms are available from the 

Guidance offices and from the FUMCH office. 
 

 Scholarship awards in varying amounts (dependent on need and 

available funds) are available from  the Kathryn O. Mitchell Fund to 

qualified students pursuing their undergraduate and    graduate education 

for careers as United Methodist Ministers, Directors of Christian 

Education, and Directors of Church Music.  Application forms are 

available in the church office and must be  returned by April 1. 

  

 The FUMCH Scholarship Committee makes final decisions on 

awards from both funds. 

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT NEWS 
 

by Rev. Richard Evans, Retired - Chairman  
 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE  

 

DON’T FORGET 

MARCH 13 

SPRING FORWARD!! 



 

 

THE WAYS OF THE KINGDOM 
 

      by Jan Wise 

                          

       Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have 

against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. (Colossians 3:13) 
 

When we live in the kingdom of God, learning the ways of his kingdom    

become of primary importance. The ―culture‖ of the world, Satan‘s domain, 

differs dramatically from that of God‘s kingdom, and often we find         

ourselves experiencing culture shock as the new way of living opens to us. 
 

 Several years ago, I struggled with going to my husband‘s company 

Christmas party. The drinking, the jokes, even the topics of conversation always 

left me wondering how I should respond as a Christian. 
 

 In talking it over with my heavenly Father, I heard: ―Forgive them before 

you go; forgive them for everything you anticipate finding offensive.‖ Not sure 

how it would work, I named all the things that had bothered me at past parties 

and covered them with forgiveness. 
 

 At the party we found ourselves sitting with company executives and 

their wives. We never knew (but God did) how we ended up sitting with  people 

outside our usual circle of friends. The woman at my right began  telling me how 

unfairly her husband had been treated, how the company‘s various programs 

were terribly flawed and how upset she was at it all. Remembering that I‘d 

already forgiven her for anything she might say, I just listened.  
 

 After dinner, as we talked with various groups, the off-color jokes and 

loud talk seemed to flow around me. Since everyone who might offend had 

already been forgiven, none of the offensive conversation had a  vulnerable place 

to settle in me—I was protected and shielded by forgiveness already extended.   
 

 When we prepared to leave the party, the woman who had been seated 

by me at dinner called to me. When I stopped by her, she took my hand, smiled 

and said, ―Thank you so much for listening to me.‖ I floated out of that party 

feeling as blessed as if I‘d just come from a prayer meeting! 
 

 The next day I said to the Lord, ―That was such a wonderful idea. Thank 

you for showing me to forgive before I went, before anyone even did anything 

offensive.‖ 
 

 The Lord replied, ―That‘s what I did for you. Your sins were all  

forgiven at the cross over 2,000 years ago—before you even committed one.‖ 
 

 Forgiveness is a way of life in the kingdom. If we begin the day     

saying, ―I am a forgiver and nothing anyone can say or do today can offend me; I 

have already forgiven the offender and the offense,‖ we will find forgiveness 

going before us, shielding our hearts.  
 

Prayer: Father, help us to be forgivers, determining that nothing will 

happen in our lives that we have not already forgiven before it happens. 

7 



 

 

 

 

  
Many people have prayed long and hard for a revival of youth in our 

church.  Well, the good news is that we have a lot of youth attending the 

sessions on Wednesday evening.  The age group of the youth has been 

from 11 to 17.  Crystal has a great group of 15 who come most   

Wednesdays.   

 The second blessing is a group of children who range in age from 

7 to 10 who are either siblings of some of the youth or are children of the 

Wednesday night workers in the youth room and nursery.   

 We have one volunteer, Ernie Miles, who is always ready and 

willing to help and really cares for children.  Fran McCrady has stepped 

forward and  volunteered to work with the 7 to 10 age group, but she can 

only be here every other Wednesday.  She is the sole owner of a business 

and a very busy lady.   

 I would really like to talk to anyone else who would like to help 

on Wednesday evening.  We have lots of ideas, good material and    chil-

dren who want to be here.  We don‘t want to turn them away, pray about 

it and come see me.     Kay  

 THANK YOU! 
 

A huge thank you to everyone who has visited, sent cards, made phone 

calls, and offered prayers  for my recovery from my knee replacement 

done on December 1.  
 

I am recovering so well and will continue to do so. Our church family is 

so  loving!!     Jo Ann Ryan 

 

Greetings All...we apologize for not writing last month! After you read our 

blogspot you'll understand why. We have been on the road, visiting with 

friends, family and supporters AND getting to drive and be in more snow than 

we ever expected! We pray this finds you well and not snowed in some-

where...and if you are...enjoy the time and dive into the word today! Be 

blessed and enjoy! Just go to the following link for our update......  
 

klwooster.blogspot.com   Kevin & Laura 
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 UMW NEWS 
 

Everyone is cordially invited to attend  

our next UMW Unit Meeting (with all five circles)! 
 

Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 

Saturday, March 19, 2011, at 10:00 a.m. 
Program:  “Give the Gift of Love” BRUNCH 

 

Presented by Myrna Evans 

(Spiritual Growth Coordinator) 
 

Hosted by:  Helping Hand Circle 
 

Submitted by Kim Bennett 

UMW Publicity Chairperson 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!  
 

FIND A ROOMMATE!!  
 

MAKE A RESERVATION!!  
 
 

The District Spiritual Life Retreat for Women 
APRIL 1-3, 2011 

Leesburg Life Enrichment Center 
 

This yearõs theme:  òFinding Peaceó 
 

 
 

 

Contact:  Lori DeClue  352-364-2121 
or ladeclue@yahoo.com 

for further information. 

~ 3/19/2011 RESERVATION DEADLINE ~ 
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A Tax Time Bomb? 
 

 

by Rev. Richard Evans 
 

      

  

 Someone has suggested that 

the  traditional IRA plan, which has 

been around for more than 20 years, 

may become a ―tax time bomb‖ for 

some people.  It turns out that many 

who invested in IRAs for           

retirement were also successful in 

other areas of financial planning 

and, now that they are retired, they 

may not need the money. 

 Since IRA owners must 

begin taking at least minimum           

distributions at age 70 ½, and since 

all contributions to the     account 

were tax-free, now every dollar 

withdrawn is fully taxed.  So 

unneeded income results in  

unwanted taxes.  And those who 

plan to leave their IRAs to their 

heirs may be surprised to learn that 

the inheritance will come with a big 

tax liability. 

 Bu t  t h e r e  a r e  s ome 

alternatives to consider.  During 

your lifetime, why not avoid 

unwanted taxes by using unneeded 

income from your IRA to extend the 

ministry of FUMCH and, possibly, 

to support additional charitable 

programs? 

¶Y o u  c o u l d  t a k e  yo u r         

minimum distribution (or more) this 

year, using the IRA Charitable 

Rollover Provision, to make a tax-

free contribution to the church. 

¶Y o u  c o u l d  m a k e  a               

contribution, in any year, from your 

IRA to the church and, if you 

i t e m i z e ,  y o u r  c h a r i t a b l e      

deduction will offset the tax on your 

distribution. 

¶You could name FUMCH as 

the beneficiary of your IRA.   

Usually that would result in no tax 

shrinkage, and 100% of every dollar 

could be used to extend the gospel 

of Jesus Christ through His Church. 

 Those are some ways to 

avoid a ―tax time bomb.‖  If any of 

them appeal to you, contact your 

IRA plan administrator and the 

church office to make it happen. 
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WE NEED OLD PICTURES!  
 

We are looking for old pictures 

taken on church property from 

the early years of FUMC, for 

the church archives. 
 

We need the date each picture 

was taken, and the names of 

the people in them. 
 

Please submit them to Barbara 

Jackson, or turn them into the 

church office marked with her 

name and yours. 
 

Remember, they will not be 

returned. 



 

 

 

 
 

Hi everyone: 
 

 Just a note to let you know we will be starting  
Oneharvest, a food program similar to Share. This program is 
new to Florida and is only 3 months old, but I feel it will be as 
good as SHARE.  The basic package is $29.99, but there are 
others at various prices.  You may order on line if you like at  
oneharvest.com  or you can call me at 352-382-7170.  
 We will be starting this in March and I will be at the 
Church on Wednesday the 2nd for you to check it out and see 
what they have to offer.  As of right now they do not accept 
food stamps but  they  are working on it and should have it 
soon.  All orders are cash, unless  you order on line, then you 
may  use your  charge card.  If you order online,  PLEASE  let 
me know what you ordered so I can make sure we get it.  
 ONEHARVEST is committed to providing the 
c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  f r e s h ,  a f f o r d a b l e  f o o d .  
  More news later, please call with any questions you 
may have.  Thank you, Jomarie                  
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STEPHEN MINISTER MOMENT 
 

Written by a Stephen Minister 
 

Would you like to talk to someone who won’t tell anyone else what 

you said? 
 

Would you like to talk to someone who will really listen? 
 

Would you like to talk to someone who will laugh or cry with you? 
 

Would you like to talk to someone who will always be there for just 

you? 
 

Would like to talk to someone who will pray with you and for you? 
 

That’s what a Stephen Minister will do….. 

 

If so contact a Stephen Leader, Kay 382-4908 

Carol 382-8926, or Karen 382-7263 



 

 

12 FUMC KIDS CORNER  

Find the St. Patrick's Day related words in the St. Patrick's Day word search puzzle grid. 

The words can be forwards or backwards, vertical, horizontal, or diagonal. Circle each 

letter separately, but keep in mind that letters may be used in more than one St. Patrick's 

Day word. When the St. Patrick's Day word search puzzle is complete, read the remain-

ing letters left to right, top to bottom, to learn 2 interesting St. Patrick's Day facts. Note 

that sometimes smaller words can be found in larger words or phrases, so be careful.

 

S S T P A T T R I C K S D A Y 

E I S C E N L S E B R A P T E 

K D L O G I R E L A N D R D E 

A A A C H A Y V E A R O A N M 

N Y A R R S C E M A E W Y N H 

S A N S A E V N E N T E E E N 

T D H E C P A T R I C K R O M 

M I E M E O R E A T I N S G T 

H L E T A R B E L E C H E D E 

A O T R H O G N F I A R E L A 

N H S I R I D T S M P A T M R 

O N S N A I C H R I S T I A N 

N T H I I C L O V E R S G R I 

V E N T N K C U L A M E I C S 

M A E Y W K B I S H O P Y H N 

 

BISHOP 

CELEBRATE 

CHRISTIAN 

CLOVER 

GREEN 

GOLD 

HOLIDAY 

IRELAND 

IRISH 

LUCK 

MAEWYN 

MARCH 

PARADE 

PATRICK 

PRAYERS 

SAINT 

SEVEN- 

      TEENTH 

SHAMROCK 

SNAKES 

TRINITY 

 



 

 

AVANTE  
Annie Preston  

 

BRENTWOOD 
Evelyn Bash  

Joyce Minnicks  
  

CYPRESS COVE 
George Cole  

 

DIAMOND RIDGE  
Betty Duncan  

Mary Ann Ruth  
 

 HUNT RESIDENCE  
Bill Marquis  

LIFE CARE 
Alma Kadel  

 

SUGARMILL MANOR  
Shirley Hart  
Grace Payne  

 
 

SUNFLOWER SPRINGS  
Ruth Eaton  

Fran Graham  
Joanna Miller  

Abbye Jean & Bill Richner  
 

WOODLAND TERRACE  
Shirley Weber.  

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS  
(as of 2/7/2011)  
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Roger & Judy Evans  
26 Deerwood Drive  
Homosassa, FL 34446  
382-1347 
 
Janet Johnson  
6 Sweetbay Court  
Homosassa, FL  34446  
503-6067 
 
Doris J. Nasutovich  
12 S. Desoto Street  
Beverly Hills, FL  34465  
313-587-1983 
 
Amy Roberts  
6 Sweetbay Court  
Homosassa, FL  34446  
503-6067 

Gloria Schwarz  
24 Jamaica Street  
Homosassa, FL  34446  
503-6530 
 
Floyd & Carol Sims  
9 Bonnie Court N  
Homosassa, FL  34446  
382-4873 
 
Solveig (Sue) Spuhler  
14 Honeysuckle Court N  
Homosassa, FL  34446  
382-5357 

  

Our lives are like a candle in the 

wind!                 “Carl Sanburg” 



 

 

MARCH 2011 (as of 2/11/2011 ) 

Tuesday 1 
  9:00 WW PREP 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

10:00 UMW Ex. Meeting 

  1:30 Stephen Ministries 

  3:00 Serendipity Bible 

  3:00 Stephen Ministries 

  4:00 Worship Comm. 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 

 

Wednesday 2 
  7:00 Mens Prayer Group 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 Siegel Bible  

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

  1:00 PMDR  

  3:00 Benson Bible 

  5:15 Music 

  5:30 WW DINNER 
  6:00 Bells 

  6:30 Youth Group 

  7:00 Choir 

Thursday  3 
  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  1:30 Serendipity Women 

  2:00 Disciple I 

  2:00 Green Team 

  2:00 Quartet Rehearsal 

  4:00 A/Video Rehearsal 

  7:00 Creative Worship 

  7:00 Disciple I 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 

  

Friday 4 
  GENESIS DEADLINE 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:30 Disciple IV 

10:00 Wise Bible 

12:00 PEC LUNCHEON 

 

Saturday  5 
  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

  8:30 Red Cross CPR 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:30 Bereavement 

10:30 God‘s Clods 

Sunday 6 
COMMUNION SUNDAY 

SOLDIERôS COOKIES 

  8:00 Traditional Worship 

  9:30 Sunday School 

  9:30 Traditional Worship 

10:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

 

Monday 7 
  8:00 Work Crew 

  8:30 Tracking Committee 

  9:30 Visitation Committee 

11:00 Exercise Class 

  1:00 Diabetes Support 

  1:00 ML RESPITE 
  6:00 Stephen Ministries 

  6:30 Disciple IV 

 

 

 Tuesday 8 
  9:30 Faith Hope Circle 

  9:30 Helping Hands Circle 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

  1:00 Dorcas Circle 

  2:00 Stewardship 

  3:00 Serendipidity Bible 

  4:00 Kitchen Committee 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 

  7:00 Salty Circle 

 

 

Wednesday 9 
  7:00 Mens Prayer Group 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 Siegel Bible  

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

12:00 ASH WEDNESDAY 

  1:00 Shawl Ministry 

  2:00 100th Ann. Comm. 

  3:00 Benson Bible 

  5:15 Music 

  6:00 Bells 

  6:30 Youth Group 

  7:00 Choir 

 

 

Thursday  10 
  9:00 Back Pack 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:15 Ruth Circle 

  1:30 Serendipity Women 

  2:00 Disciple I 

  2:00 Quartet Rehearsal 

  2:00 Sal. Army Setup 

  4:00 A/Video Rehearsal 

  7:00 Disciple I 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 

 Friday 11 

 BUS TRIP 

  8:00 Salvation Army 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:30 Disciple IV 

10:00 Wise Bible 

  Saturday  12 
BUS TRIP 

  8:00 SEREN. P/CAKES 

  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:30 Bereavement 

 Sunday 13 
DISCRETIONARY SUNDAY 

  7:45 Bloodmobile 

  8:00 Traditional Worship 

  9:30 Sunday School 

  9:30 Traditional Worship 

10:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

Monday 14 
  8:00 Work Crew 

  8:30 Tracking Committee 

  9:30 Visitation Committee 

11:00 Exercise Class 

  1:00 Alzheimer Support 

  1:00 ML RESPITE 

  6:30 Disciple IV 

  Tuesday 15 
10:00 Staff Meeting 

  1:30 Stephen Ministries 

  2:00 Finance 

  3:00 Serendipidity Bible 

  3:00 Stephen Ministries 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 
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Wednesday 16 
  7:00 Mens Prayer Group 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 Siegel Bible  

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

  3:00 Benson Bible 

  3:00 Staff/Parish Relations 

  5:15 Music 

  5:30 SOUP SUPPER 
  6:00 Bells 

  6:30 Youth Group 

  7:00 Choir 

 

Thursday  17 
  9:00 Back Pack 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store)  

   1:30 Serendipity Women 

  2:00 Disciple I 

  2:00 Quartet Rehearsal 

  3:00 Missions 

  3:30 Trustees 

  4:00 Wedding Rehearsal 

  4:00 A/Video Rehearsal 

  7:00 Creative Worship 

  7:00 Disciple I 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 

 

Friday 18 
COUNCIL REPORTS DUE 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:30 Disciple IV 

10:00 Wise Bible 

   

Saturday  19 

  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:30 Bereavement 

  4:00 Wedding 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sunday 20 
PANTRY SUNDAY 

  8:00 Traditional Worship 

  9:30 Sunday School 

  9:30 Traditional Worship 

10:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

Monday 21 
  8:00 Work Crew 

  8:30 Tracking Committee 

  9:30 Visitation Committee 

11:00 Exercise Class 

  1:00 Fibromyalgia Support 

  1:00 ML RESPITE 

  6:00 Isaiah Foundation 

  6:00 Stephen Ministries 

  6:30 Disciple IV 

  Tuesday 22 
10:00 Staff Meeting 

  3:00 Serendipidity Bible 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 

 

Wednesday 23 
  7:00 Mens Prayer Group 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 Siegel Bible  

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

  1:00 Shawl Ministry 

  2:00 100th Ann. Comm. 

  3:00 Benson Bible 

  5:15 Music 

  5:30 SOUP SUPPER 
  6:00 Bells 

  6:30 Youth Group 

  7:00 Choir 

 

Thursday  24 
  9:00 FOLD/MAIL 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  1:30 Serendipity Women 

  2:00 Disciple I 

  2:00 Quartet Rehearsal 

  4:00 A/Video Rehearsal 

  6:00 SHELTER DINNER 

  7:00 COUNCIL (music) 

  7:00 Disciple I 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 

  

Friday 25 
  9:00 Our Father‘s Table 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:30 Disciple IV 

10:00 Wise Bible 

Saturday  26 
  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:30 Bereavement 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Sunday 27 
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 

  8:00 Traditional Worship 

  9:30 Sunday School 

  9:30 Traditional Worship 

10:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

 

Monday 28 
  8:00 Work Crew 

  8:30 Tracking Committee 

  9:30 Visitation Committee 

10:00 Bazaar Workshop 

11:00 Exercise Class 

  1:00 ML RESPITE 

  1:00 Stroke Support 

  6:30 Disciple IV 

Tuesday 29 
10:00 Staff Meeting 

  3:00 Serendipidity Bible 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 

 

Wednesday 30 
  7:00 Mens Prayer Group 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 Siegel Bible  

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

  3:00 Benson Bible 

  5:15 Music 

  5:30 SOUP SUPPER 
  6:00 Bells 

  6:30 Youth Group 

  7:00 Choir 

Thursday  31 
  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store)  

   1:30 Serendipity Women 

  2:00 Disciple I 

  2:00 Quartet Rehearsal 

  4:00 A/Video Rehearsal 

  7:00 Disciple I 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon. 
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1 

Glenn Harwood 

Stan Sobolak 

2 

Gladys Bevan 

Cecelia Bledsoe 

James Haskell 

Larry Stainton 

Helen Vaught 

3  

Henry Mangels  

5 

Frances McCrady 

Jim Wicker 

6 

Ida Bradley 

Janet Watson 

7 

Pam Cleary  

Shirley Dunkle 

Alan Shimp 

Fran Smith 

8 

William Busby 

Edna Forney 

Glenda Gable 

9 

Pat Rada 

John Rada 

Margaret Woods 

10 

Richard Barrett 

Mike Gettings 

MARCH 2011 BIRTHDAYS  

12 

Rolland Custer 

William Squires 

13 

Pat Barton 

John Guthrie  

14 

Ed Loper 

Mary Lee Millikin 

Lorraine Wood 

 

15 

Gerry Green 

17 

Pat Burns 

Susan Burns 

Barbara Gilbert  

18 

James Graham 

Pat Kern 

Jerry Winters 

 

19 

Don Foxwell 

21 

Charles Peters 

Shelby Weingarten  

22 

Linda Clawson 

Brenda Loper 

Wendy Miles 

23 

Jim Price 
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24 

Ashleigh Gordon 

Carl Meritt 

Cee Merritt 

Emily Walker  

 

25 

Vera Irish 

Gene Ludlow 

Bill Yuhasz  

26 

Jerry Cole 

Mary Jane Houchins 

Barry Reichard 

Janet Tanner 

Joyce Wicker 

27 

David Benthusen 

Ernest Miles 

Ray Ritter 

Timothy Sunderland 

 

28 

Solveig Spuhler 

29 

George Cole 

Judy Lee 

Jan Masek 

30 

Larry Rogers 

31 

Erin Kimble 

Peter Magamoll. 

5  

Jackie & Sheldon LaMountain 

~ 18 years ~ 

9 

Dayna & Ron Middlebrooks 

~ 15 years ~ 

10 

Jill & Jim Wickliffe 

~ 38 years ~ 

11 

Lavonne & Kevin Brennan 

~ 5 years ~ 

12 

Joyce & Robert Leaming 

~ 20 years ~ 

MARCH 2011 ANNIVERSARIES  

13 

Mary & Fred Casper 

~ 57 years ~ 

17 

Sandra & Donald Tam 

~ 9 years ~ 

18 

Nell & Bill Lent 

~ 62 years ~ 

20 

Ann & Donald Parkinson 

~ 7 years ~ 

23 

Faye & Ozzie Schmitt 

~ 64 years ~ 

24 

Claudette & Roger Kirby 

~ 38 years ~ 

Pat & John Rada 

~ 60 years ~ 

27 

Jan & Peter Magamoll 

~ 68 years ~ 

 

29 

Jan & Ed Masek 

~ 24 years ~ 

30 

Regina & William Parks 

~ 67 years ~. 



 

 

 
 

TARPON SPRINGS 
Friday, March 11, 2011  

Leave Church: 10:30 a.m.  
Cost: $10.00 (lunch on your own 
at Mykonos at 11:30 followed by: 
 

Choose A or B:  
 

A) following lunch, a 1.5 hr 
narrated boat tour on the Anclote 
River out to the gulf. 
Cost:  $14.00 pay at pier  
 
     B) wander the sponge docks 
at leisure, then join the bus for a 
short visit  to a  Greek Cathedral. 
 
$10.00 (payable to FUMC and 
given to Ann Morrison by 

Monday, March 7)  

 
************************************* 
 

Suwannee Valley Quilt and 
Craft Festival, Trenton, Fl  
Saturday, March 12, 2011  
Leave Church: 9:30 a.m.  

Cost: $10.00  
 

There is no charge for the quilt/
craft show and lunch is on your 
own. 

 
$10.00 (payable to FUMC and 
given to Ann Morrison by 

Monday, March 7)  

 
 

 

 
SHOW PALACE DINNER 
THEATRE, Hudson, FL  
Thursday, April 7, 2011  

Leave Church: 10:30 a.m.  
 

ñForty-Second Streetò  
a classical musical set in 1933 

Cost: $45.00 (includes buffet 
lunch)  
 

Please give checks, payable to 
FUMC, to Ann Morrison by 

Tuesday, March 15 .  

Questions: please call 
Ann at 382 -2923. 
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Like geeseé.people 
who share a common 
direction and sense 
of community can get 
where they are going 
quicker and easier 
than those who try to 
go it alone! 



 

 

Dear praying friends, 
 

 We thought about making 

this prayer bulletin be exclusively 

about Elaine‘s health because it has   

worsened dramatically, however 

there are other important matters 

that need prayer as well. Because of 

that, we are whittling this bulletin 

down and humbly asking for       

persistent prayer for these matters as 

our family faces quite a  few      

challenges  and important decisions. 

Z     As Elaine says, ―What 

more can we say about this?‖ But 

Elaine‘s health has now reached 

what we can easily call a crisis. As 

you remember, last month we talked 

about her terrible back pain that  

began on Christmas Eve. Well, 

that‘s only gotten worse, to the point 

that she had an MRI on Friday. The 

result is that the  pain is  not from  

severe arthritis but from a rare     

infection in her spine, for which she 

was hospitalized again this morning. 

She may have to be in the hospital 

for two weeks or more with heavy 

doses of antibiotics necessary for 6-

8 weeks. In addition, last month it 

was determined that she has both 

glaucoma and cataracts from the 

steroids she has been taking for her 

long-time intestinal disease and for 

the acute asthma that hospitalized 

her in September.  There are several 

other troubling illnesses as well, but 

we don‘t want this bulletin to reach 

book length L. Suffice to say that 

all this is remarkably difficult  

physically,  emotionally  and     

spiritually for our family. Please 

would you pray for the Lord to 

bring healing, wisdom and peace as 

often as you think of us? 

Z     We are in the process of 

seeking a Pioneers International 

Foundation (PIF) visa/work permit 

in order for Joe to serve as        

foundation director and be able to 

sign paperwork for other PI       

members to come under the      

foundation and its projects. Please 

pray for God to expedite this     

process and that it wouldn‘t be 

costly. We also must hold a PIF 

board meeting on Feb. 9 in order to 

approve a branch for a team that 

serves near Bangkok and to consider 

other matters. Please pray for that 

meeting to come together well and 

be Spirit-led. 

Z    We are beginning to review 

Annual Ministry Plans with Team 

Leaders in the SiAM Area and 

HOME Team members. Please pray 

for wisdom and God‘s clear         

direction as we prayerfully consider 

life and ministry plans in Thailand 

and Burma for 2011. 

Z     A church in Michigan, 

USA, will be deciding this month on 

a grant proposal to financially assist 

our team partner, Pastor Moses, in 

Mae Ai. He is seeking the funds in 

order to get his ministry center site 

paid off and the buildings renovated 

to open the Bible school, second 

church and expanded orphanage. 
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Please pray for those handling the 

grant process at the church to  make 

wise decisions. 

Z     Joe was able to take part in 

a meeting that our teammates, Greg 

and Chris Small, had in a nearby 

village last month concerning the 

possibility of   moving there to start 

church-planting work. The pastor 

with whom they will partner also      

attended at the home of the sole 

Christian in the village. The     

meeting was a real blessing and, we 

believe, opened the door wide to 

ministry there. Now, just yesterday, 

the Lord cleared the remaining   

hurdle in that the Smalls found a     

suitable house to live in despite an 

apparent lack of decent housing. 

Pray that they would be able to soon 

begin the process of moving before 

they have to go back to Australia 

from mid-May to mid-August on      

furlough. 

Z     Our annual area retreat 

will be held from March 31-April 9. 

As the new SiAM Area Leader, we 

have a LOT of prayer, thought and 

preparation to do for that time. 

Please pray for God to make clear 

what topics He desires us to address 

during the retreat sessions and for 

enough time to prepare well. 

Z     Justin‘s application to   

Columbia International University  

likely  will  be considered by        

officials there this month. Please 

pray that he would be able to join 

Brittany at CIU beginning in August 

in order to major in music. Pray also 

that his time in Manila,  

Philippines, from Feb. 2-6 for 

a Grace International School varsity 

basketball tournament would be an           

encouragement for him. 

Z     Last and least (speaking of 

things we‘re tired of mentioning L), 

our finances  are again suffering  

because of Elaine‘s health problems. 

We have health insurance, but it 

pays 80% of non-drug  bills after  a  

large  deductible.  And  since we  

racked  up almost $1,400 in medical 

bills in January alone with Elaine 

again being admitted to the hospital 

today, that‘s obviously going to end 

up being an unanticipated series of          

expenses in a year when we also 

have to put a second child in       

college.  Please  pray  for  God‘s  

provision this year as we face many 

major costs. 

 
 

In His grip, 

Joe, Elaine,  

Brittany, Justin, Caleb, & Jamie 
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 Greetings Dear Friends of FUMCH!  
    
    When we said goodbye to winter weather in            

December 2010, we never imagined we‘d be in two feet 

of snow and -8 degree weather in the U.S.! However, in 

February 2011, that‘s exactly what happened. We were  finishing our time 

of continued education and training when the country was slammed with a 

major blizzard! Being ‗cabin bound‘ for a couple of days, we found     

ourselves very grateful for modern technology……the internet, email, and 

skype (the latter is something like phone service on the internet but free). 

     Our month of training/education was well worth the time taken from 

our short ‗home assignment‘. The skills we gained and the information 

that was shared from like-minded workers will most definitely add to the 

success for the work in Siberia. 

     Because we are away from the work in Siberia, we aren‘t always up-to-

date with what‘s happening in the village…we spoke with our fellow 

workers and would like to share what we‘ve heard. We so appreciate their 

desire to continue in the work while we are so far away; especially in -40 

degree temperatures! 

     The fellowship continues to meet weekly as well as several small home 

groups during other times throughout the week. Growth in understanding 

the word is slow but there is progress. Can you imagine walking a mile or 

more in -40 degree weather to study his word and meet for weekly        

fellowship?? This is exactly what the folks are doing – please continue to 

‗remember‘ these people and the sacrifices they make to hear and grow in 

their knowledge of Him. 
 

Update from Kevin & Laura 
 

      Two saddles are in the works and coming along quite nicely! We‘re 

sorry we don‘t have pictures – we‘ll have to remind our fellow workers to 

send more updates with pictures. We also want to bring one more person 

‗on board‘ so to speak and learn the process of saddle making. We are   

excited that there is continued interest and that it this will become an    

income for several folks in the near future 

      Update on finances…We head back to Siberia the end of May and are 

in need of one-time gifts and an increase in our monthly support.  One 

time gifts will enable us to purchase a vehicle upon our return, update our 

computer while here and purchase software for the computer.  Our needs 
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for one time are $10,000.  Currently we are in need of an additional 

$950 in monthly commitments. [Broken down; 45 new partners at 

$50 per month.]  Please prayerfully consider how you can help us reach 

these goals by May 1, 2011.  The address for sending your tax deductable 

donation is … 

 GSI 

 2102 SW 47th Street 

 Cape Coral, FL 33914 

Please put a slip of paper in with your check stating: for the account of 

Kevin and Laura/Russia field 

 

We are excited that as you “honor Him from your wealth and from 

the first of all your produce,” He will take care of you! And through 

your gifts, He is taking care of us also.  

 

Praise:  
¶ We have traveled over 4,000 miles without incident!  

¶     Received encouragement from ‗workers‘ from other regions of the 

world during our time in furthering education/training. 

¶ His provisions. 

 

Requests:   
¶     That the folks in the village would keep their eyes on him and show 

love to family and friends. 

¶  For our fellow workers to keep pressing on while we are stateside. 

¶     Corey‘s date of deployment has been moved up to the middle of May. 

He will be serving in Afghanistan for one year. 

¶      Joshua would find work in California and be able to see his brother 

before Corey‘s deployment. 

 

Thank you faithful friends for ALL you do as we partner together! 

  Kevin & Laura     Phil. 3:13-14 
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Annual Health Exam 
 

Oh no, is it time for that already? 
 

 The first thing you need to 

do is to actually make the 

appointment. Once that is done 

formulate a plan so that you can get 

the most from your visit. The first 

thing my doctor said to me this year 

was that overall we would be 

getting less and paying more for our 

health care. So, it is very important 

to be prepared. 
 

 Write down every question 

you might have. Your doctor will     

observe many things during your 

exam but not be able to address your 

concerns unless you share them.. 

Make sure to give as much 

information as possible. 
 

 Bring all your medications, 

not just a list. This includes non-

prescriptions or over the counter 

medications Your doctor will then 

be able to check that the        

medications are appropriate and 

they are being taken correctly.  

Bring vaccine records with you as 

well as the results of any blood tests 

 

or exams you might have had 

through specialists. 
 

 Be sure to discuss routine 

tests and how often you might need 

them, such as screening for colon 

cancer, diabetes, high blood   

pressure, high cholesterol, sexually 

transmitted diseases,   obesity, and 

depression. Men should ask about 

for screening for prostate cancer as 

well as abdominal aortic aneurysm. 

Women should ask about screening 

for breast cancer, cervical cancer, 

and osteoporosis. 
 

 Again, since everyone is 

different, ask about any other 

screening you might be concerned 

about, as well as any changes in 

your health   including your vision 

and hearing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reminder:  If you or a loved 

one are going to have surgery, or 

are in the hospital, please notify 

the church office with the name of 

the hospital, name registered    

under and room number. We 

can’t help if we don’t know!  

Karen 

Kline 
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 Through Serendipity, the 

Holy Spirit is doing 

wonderful things. 
 

As I sit thinking about the next 

edition of Genesis, Spring 2011 is 

about to arrive.  That's hard to 

imagine as I see weather reports of 

major snow and ice storms from the 

Midwest to the Atlantic coast – and 

zero degree temperatures.  One of 

the most severe winters in history!  

But Spring, Ah Spring, is the 

reawakening of each year.  The 

beginning of so many programs, 

from yards and gardens to sports 

events; to a new Tampa Bay Rays 

season, to hopefully, a new and 

better economy.  But what about 

here at home, at FUMC? 
 

Serendipity continues to plan for 

new growth this year.  Already 

started is a new Serendipity Bible 

Study group for women, led by Kim 

Bennett.  We wish them real success 

and look forward to embracing them 

in new plans for ministry and 

evangelism within our community. 
 

The Serendipity Men's group 

continues to plan for an additional 

class to be held one evening each 

week.  For you men who would like 

to join with us either on Tuesday 

afternoon or for an evening session, 

please contact Jim Potts, 382-1842.  

Pancake breakfasts every 2nd 

Saturday are going strong, but we 

continue to look for further growth.  

Come and join us and bring a friend 

or neighbor. 

Plans have begun with the 

County Coalition for the 

Homeless for our 3rd annual 

sponsored Health Fair, which 

contributes free dental, medical, and 

nursing services to those in need, 

plus free shots and welfare aids of 

all kinds to crowds of 500 plus.  We 

look forward to one full dinner 

being made and served for a FUMC 

function to be announced.  

Serendipity continues to support the 

needs of community hungry and 

homeless persons, as well as 

immediate and emergency needs 

requested by the Salvation Army 

and/or Nature Coast ministries. 
 

As we welcome John Lawrey as our 

newest member, we extend an 

invitation for other men who are 

interested in a viable men's Bible 

Study to join us and extend your 

knowledge of the scripture as it 

applies to men in a contemporary 

world, and to minister further to our 

community.  We meet each Tuesday 

afternoon from 3:00 to 4:30 pm. 
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There was a very 

gracious lady who was 
mailing an old family Bible to 
her brother in another part 
of the country.  
 "Is there anything 
breakable in here?" asked the 
postal clerk. "Only the Ten 
Commandments." answered the 
lady.  



 

   HOP ON THE BUS!! 

AT TIMES WE ALL NEED A 

FRIEND TO LEAN ON!!  

ALTAR FLOWER 

ORDERS 
 

There are dates still open 

for the purchase of altar 

flowers in memory of 

someone you wish to have 

remembered. 
 

Please contact the church 

o f f i c e  t o  m a k e 

arrangements. 

 
RE:  THIS EDITION OF GENESIS 

  

I am sorry to report that Cyrynda, our 

Genesis Editor, has been ill for several 

months and asked me if I could publish 

this edition. 
  

Please take into consideration that this 

is the first edition that I have published 

on my own, but I have prayed that the 

years of experience that I gained while 

working with Judith previously would 

pay off, along with what I have learned 

up to this date from Theresa.  Feel free 

to contact me about any concern you 

may have.  
 
Thank you very much, Mary Lee 

 

MARK YOU CALENDAR! 

MARCH 13, 2011 
BEFORE/AFTER  CHURCH 

 

 

   

 IT’S ALMOST TIME 
                TO 

 

 

 

For your information, I received a 

phone call  from Lifetouch 

Photography stating that they will be 

shipping us the rough draft of the 

directory on February 14. 
 

We hope to get it back to them 

within a week and expect the final to 

be here by the end of March. 
 

I will keep you up-to-date on any 

other news.         Mary Lee 
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SPIRITUAL  

FORMATION 
 

By Marilyn Watson 

 

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN! 
 

 It‘s a little late this year, but Lent 

begins this month! Lent is a season of 

preparation. So what will you do in 

preparation for Easter? Have you ever 

pondered the fact that Easter is one day and 

Lent is forty days? So I guess the question 

really is what will you do during Lent? 

 Lent is a time for cutting out those 

things that distract us. It‘s easy to be caught 

up in relationships, family, work, and even 

in doing church work. The distractions in 

our lives take us away from living a life 

with Christ. Sometimes we try to fill the 

emptiness inside us with TV, busyness, 

meaningless chatter, the computer, or other 

things to keep us from being still. Many of 

us run from silence because we‘re afraid of 

being alone with God. So, like Jesus when 

He went into the wilderness, we need to 

take some time to pray and let God show us 

where we might need to refocus our lives, 

where He may be calling us to serve, or 

where we are in our relationship with 

Christ. Some people give up something for 

Lent, others take on something like being 

kind to someone they don‘t like.  

 Whatever is given up or taken on, 

the purpose needs to be to draw closer to 

Christ. 

 As I know I‘ve suggested more 

than once, trying out a new spiritual 

discipline (means of grace) can be one of 

those ways of drawing closer to Christ. 

Some spiritual disciplines are naturally 

associated with Lent, like: fasting, silence, 

and prayer. There will be a list of spiritual 

disciplines with descriptions and Scripture 

references available on the Spiritual 

Formation Bulletin Board (in the hallway 

between the two wings of the Sunday 

School and Administration Building). I 

hope you will try some of these 

disciplines, if there are any you are 

not currently using, during your Lenten 

journey this year. 

 There are many ways of studying 

the Bible. Most of us have studied it in a 

group setting like Sunday school or in a 

Bible study. Those settings can also vary 

too; they might be lecture or discussion 

style, or watching a video. Our personal 

Bible study styles can differ as well. Some 

people read the Bible, some follow a plan 

such as reading the Bible in one year, while 

others read and look up the references in 

the margins. Still others use a method 

called reflective reading. In this style of 

Bible study, a portion of Scripture is read 

until something grabs your attention then 

you reflect on it, ruminate on it, and pray 

about it. Some people also journal about 

what they have found that seems new or 

that thing that grabbed their attention. This 

is similar to a Bible study method called 

Holy Reading or Lectio Divina. If you are 

interested in more information about this 

method, it is available on the Spiritual 

Formation Bulletin Board. It‘s something 

you might want to try during Lent. 

 There are also many forms of 

prayer. I‘ve put some information about 

some of the classic forms of prayer on that 

same bulletin board so you can read about 

them or perhaps give any of them a try. 

Whether you choose to try one of these 

forms or not, I hope you will make a 

concerted effort to pray longer, and to pray 

more often during Lent. We‘ll be talking 

more about prayer and about answers to 

prayer in the coming weeks and months.  

 May you be richly blessed as you 

journey through the days of Lent. 

 

Marilyn  
 

The problem of modern living is that we are 
too busy to notice that we are being blessed. 

Henri J. M. Nouwen (1932 ð 1996) 
Life of the Beloved 
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Thereôs a saying that everyone 

 is Irish on St. Patrickôs Day!   
 

     You see the evidence of this in 

the United States where people 

from all  kinds of ethnic 

backgrounds wear a bright green 

tie, green    carnation, shamrock 

pin, or even a leprechaun‘s hat to 

celebrate the day. Americans have 

been  celebrating St. Patrick‘s Day 

for centuries, since the 1700s when 

the Irish soldiers came to the 

British colonies. St. Patrick‘s Day 

(SPD) festivities were here before 

the American Revolution, before 

the United States existed.  The first 

SPD  parade  occurred in New 

York City in 1782. 
 

     What about other places in the 

world? Canada was also part of the 

British territory in the 1700s. At 

that time the city of Montreal    

existed as a fort guarded by Irish 

soldiers. They began celebrating 

SPD in 1759. Montreal has had a 

SPD parade since 1824, and SPD is 

an official holiday in the Canadian       

provinces of Newfoundland and 

Labrador. The city of Toronto 

holds a large parade, and the   

province of Manitoba celebrates a 

three-day festival. 
 

     Another SPD official holiday 

with ties dating back to the 1700s 

happens on the island of         

Montserrat in the Caribbean Sea. 

Ireland is called ―The Emerald 

Isle,‖ and Montserrat has the   

nickname of ―The Emerald Isle of 

the Caribbean‖ because around 

1632 many of its original settlers 

were Irish. 
 

     Irish soldiers also brought St. 

Patrick‘s Day to Mexico, although 

it is not a big holiday there. SPD 

honors the Irish soldiers who 

fought in the Mexican army against 

the United States in the Mexican-

American war.  
 

     The SPD holiday spirit is lively 

in Argentina. In the capital city of 

Buenos Aires, certain streets are 

blocked off for all-night parties to 

celebrate the event.  
 

     In Germany, Munich is home to 

many people of Irish descent.    

Munich is the one place in that 

country to recognize SPD. The   

custom of a celebrating parade only 

started in 1996. 
 

     In Japan, Tokyo now has a SPD 

parade that attracts about 2,000 

participants .  The Japanese        

celebration began in 1992 with the 

encouragement of the Irish        

ambassador to that country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU CELEBRATE  
ñTHE WEARING OF THE GREENò? 
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    WELCOME BAGS 

 

What do you do for someone who is a 

new neighbor on your street, 

unfamiliar with the area, and has not 

attended church for the first time? 

   FUMC offers Welcome Bags 

for this very purpose! We have 

contacted local merchants in the area 

who have agreed to donate items of 

interest and education, to FUMC and 

be a part of this ministry.  Items that 

FUMC will be donating are a tri-fold 

with committee, ministry, small 

gro up ,  and  more  impor t an t 

information, worship times, and even 

a ‗special come worship with us‖ 

invitation.  

 Some  o f  t he  vend or s 

participating with us are Pizza Hut, 

Homosassa Wildlife Park, Manatee 

Office Supply, Hair by Mare, Dallas 

Fencing, Mr. Wang‘s, Wendys, 

Yanni‘s, Mr. King‘s, and Sugarmill 

R e s t a u r a n t s ,  D r .  S w a n s o n , 

Tomorrow‘s Treasures, 7 Rivers and 

Citrus Memorial Hospitals, Dayna 

Middlebrooks/Financial Planner, 

Ralph Siegel/Travel Agent, Gail 

Cooper/Realtor, Copper Kettle Florist, 

Will Construction, Publix, and 

Homosassa Wal-Mart, as well as other 

service providers.  

 More items are added as the 

list of vendors grows.  If you know of 

a business or are a business who 

would like to participate in this 

ministry, please contact Barbara 

Jackson at 382-2705. 

 You can reach out to your 

new neighbors by giving them a bag 

to welcome them to the area.  Don‘t 

forget to let them know you are from 

FUMC and you want to invite them to 

Sunday service at 8:00, 9:30, or 11:00. 

PRAYER 
 
 

―My Lord God, 
 

I have no idea where I am going. I 

do not see the road ahead of me. I 

cannot know for certain where it 

will end. Nor do I really know 

myself, and the fact that I think I am 

following your will does not mean 

that I am actually doing so. But I 

believe that my desire to please you 

does in fact please you. And I hope 

that I have that desire in all that I 

am doing. I hope that I will never do 

anything apart from that desire. And 

I know that if I do this you will lead 

me by the right road though I may 

know nothing about it.  

 Therefore, I will trust you 

always though I may seem to be lost 

and in the shadow of death, I will 

not fear, for you are ever with me, 

and you will never leave me to face 

my perils alone.‖ 
 

Thomas Merton  (1915 – 1968) 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

“REMEMBER THE ALAMO” 
 

DATE:  2/23 - 3/6/1836 

LOCATION:  SAN ANTONIO, TX 

RESULT:  MEXICAN VICTORY 
 

The Alamo is a popular tourist site in 

Texas. It has been the subject of 

numerous  non-f ict ion works 

beginning in 1843, but we remember 

the movie and television adaptations, 

including the 1950s Disney mini-

series Davy Crockett and John 

Wayne's 1960 film The Alamo. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legacy_of_the_Battle_of_the_Alamo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Walt_Disney_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Davy_Crockett_(TV_miniseries)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wayne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wayne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Alamo_(1960_film)
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