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     Last year Iris and I had an opportunity to lead a group of Church members on a trip 

to some of the greatest sites of the Christian church including Greece, Egypt and Israel. 

It was a lot of work getting it together, talking about where we were going and what we 

would see, etcetera.  We had a great time.  I enjoyed it very much and learned a lot, but 

it was over and done with in just two weeks.  One of the things that made all the work 

and effort worthwhile was the time of anticipation and preparation.  We had fun just 

getting ready for what was to come.  Packing, getting documents in order, going over 

the layout of the ship that would be traveling on all took time and energy.  Yes, there 

was some worry about planes being on time and what we would encounter when we 

were there, but even that was part of the anticipation.  

 

 

     In the same way, brides are surprised when I tell them that the wed-

ding service takes only seven to ten minutes.  All that work and money 

for ten minutes?  But of course, it is much more than that;  it is also the 

joy and love that goes into getting ready for the ten minutes and the 

activities that surround it. 

 

 

     Christmas is coming ï but it is not here yet!  This is the time of an-

ticipation, of preparation.  This is the season of Advent, the four Sundays before Christ-

mas day when we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming (again) of the Christ 

into our lives.  If we push Christmas too hard, we miss out on all the fun of getting 

ready for that wonderful day, and it will be too soon gone.  Donôt rush Advent.  Donôt 

pass it up by singing Christmas Carols too soon.  Take time to anticipate Christmas and 

the wonder of the gift that we have been given in Jesus Christ. Take time for Advent. 

Take time to prepare yourself for the wonder and joy of the 

birth of the King of Kings. 

 

 



 

 

E.B.A.D.O.C. 
 

ñEveryone Becoming A Disciple of Christò 
 

The purpose of an organizationôs mission statement is to give it direction, focus, 

and motivation.  It clearly states why an organization exists and what it intends to 

accomplish in the future.  The mission  statement of the First United Methodist 

Church of  Homosassa was adopted on January 27, 2005.  All of us need to memo-

rize the mission statement and do all that we can to make it a reality in our lives. 

The Purpose of Genesis Is To: 
 

     NOTIFY  its readers of what has 

happened, what is happening and what 

is scheduled to happen. 

     EDIFY believers by printing mate-

rial that encourages and strengthens 

their Christian walk. 

     GLORIFY God by being one of His 

instruments of communication at 

FUMCH and wherever else he may 

choose to spread the Word through this 

publication. 
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TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS  

   

TWO-TAILS ELEPHANT RANCH  

Tuesday, January 18, 9:45 a.m. 
After lunch at the Ivy House in Willis-

ton and a short visit to area antique 

shops, we will tour the ranch and learn 

all about elephants from one of the 

worldôs greatest experts.  Cost: $20 

(lunch on your own).  Checks, payable 

to FUMC and given to Ann Morrison, 

on or before January 10, 2011.  

  

Future trips: 

  

Historic Bok Tower and Gardens 

March 2011, Date to be announced 
Walk through the beautiful gardens with 

azaleas and rhododendrons in bloom, 

along with many other spring flowers. 

Throughout the sanctuary the 60-bell 

carillon can be heard. 

  

SHOW PALACE AND DINNER 

THEATRE IN HUDSON  

April 2011, Date to be announced 
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Is it Cold or Flu? 

 

Flu season peaks in January and February, 

but can vary from season to season. Are 

you ready?  The Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention (CDC) expects that the 

H1N1 flu from 2009 will continue to 

spread during the 2010-2011 flu season 

along with the other seasonal viruses. The 

flu vaccine this year protects against three 

different flu viruses: H3N2, influenza B, 

and H1N1. 

 

Other preventative steps against the flu 

include everyday measures such as; eating 

a balanced diet, getting plenty of sleep and 

exercise,  reducing stress, avoiding 

crowded areas, washing your hands fre-

quently with soap and water, covering 

your mouth with your arm when you 

cough or sneeze and staying home if you 

arenôt feeling well.    

 

It is important to know the differences 

between cold and flu symptoms. Cold and 

flu are both respiratory illnesses caused by 

different viruses. Symptoms for both are 

similar so it is sometime hard to tell based 

on symptoms alone. If you are over 65, 

have chronic medical conditions such as 

diabetes, kidney dysfunction, asthma, or 

weakened immune systems it is wise to 

check with your doctor early. Doctors may 

order various tests which would enable 

them to order antiviral medications which 

can reduce the severity of the flu and pro-

mote faster healing. 

 

Cold symptoms generally last about 

a week. You may have a mild fever 

and/or headache, mild body aches 

and pains, sore throat, sneezing, stuffy 

nose, cough, sinus congestion. Flu symp-

toms are usually more severe, last longer, 

with higher fevers, headache, exhaustion, 

moderate to severe body aches, and maybe 

stuffy nose, sneezing, sore throat and 

cough. Complications from the flu can be 

sinusitis, bronchitis, pneumonia and may 

be life threatening.   

 

When in doubt, see your doctor. 
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